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When beetles started to damage sugar c4
crops in Queensland, Australia, in the 1930s
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farmers knew that something had to be done
1935, the Department of Agriculture decided
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Giant pandas may be
one of the cutest animals
in the world. In China,
they are thought to be a
national treasure. These
animals are easy to :
recognize with their white ¢
and black fur. Scientists
think that pandas have
been around for millions of years.
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Name: Name:

: Owls and hawks are both birds of prey. These birds eat meat only, so
f K Z ¢ « they are carnivores. Owls and hawks have sharp hooked beaks. They

Marbles have a long history. In fact, archaeologists
think that the small clay balls found in the pyramids of

Egypt were made for marble games. Clay marbles madel « S8 bothhave sharp claws called talons. _
by the Aztecs have also been found in Mexico. Marbles iRt 5 4, 2 Owls have special feathers that allow them to fly silently. They sneak

made by the ancient Romans from clay and stone are up on their prey and usually eat them whole. Most owls like to eat
on displayin London at the British Museum. rodents (mice, vole, rats) the best. If an owl is hungry, though, it will eat
By the early 18005, the best marbles were made whatever it can find, from insects to rabbits, birds, or squirrels.

from a type of stone called marble. This is where they
got their name. In the mid-1800s, glass blowers in
Germany began to make glass marbles one at a time by hand. One big difference between the two birdsis when they are awake. Owls hunt mostly at

Marbles were made by hand until the early 1900s. Martin Christensen, a Danish night, so they are nocturnal. Hawks are asleep at night and hunt during the day. They are
immigrant who moved to America, invented a marble-making machine. It took glass, sand, diurnal.
soda ash, and lime (the rock) to make the machine-
took two people to run. His machine could make ten|
1920s, these machine-made marbles were even morf
from Germany.

Dolphins may look like fish, but
they are mammals. Dolphins are
warm-blooded. They give birth to live
babies, which feed on their mother’s
milk. Dolphins can stay underwater
for up to fifteen minutes before
coming up for air. Hawks are fastfliers and skilled hunters, They like small prey like lizards, mice, rabbits,
There are 43 different types of dolphins. Most dolphins (38 species) live in birds, and squirrels, but also may eat larger animals like raccoons.
saltwater. Some of them (5 species) can also live in freshwater (river dolphins).
Dolphins live in groups called pods. Pods may have from 2 to 40 dolphins. They hunt
and travel together.

Dolphins are able to communicate with each other. They use squeaks, whistles,
blowing bubbles, slapping the water with their tails, and body language. Dolphins also
make clicking sounds called echolocation. These noises bounce off objects and come
back to the dolphins like an echo. Echolocation helps dolphins find food, like fish and

Most owls like to nestin hidden places. They maysleep inaholeina
,ina box made justfor them, or in abarn.
buildlarge nests high up in trees for protection.
es that are different. An owl’s eyes are on the
urn their necks to see to the side. A hawk’s eyes
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squid. It also helps them find other objects in the water.

Dolphins are very playful and enjoy surfing in the waves and in the wakes of
boats. They also like to leap out of the water and do flips, just for fun.
1. The author of this passage used the Description text structure to describe dolphins.
Write T for True and F for False:
A.__ Dolphins hunt in groups. B. _____ Some live in rivers.

C. They use echolacation. D. They are fish

2. Circle all of the topics below which would be best organized using the Description
text structure:

A. History of Bubble Gum  B. All About Monkeys
D. Firefighters E. The Life of Walt Disney  F. Football Equipmepn

C. Polar Bears and Brown Bears

3. There are four paragraphs in this passage. Whj
A Pods
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CAUSE AND EFFECT

des easily.

1. The author of this passage used the Order and Se
in the passage were told in

2. Circle all the topics below that would be best orgal
structure:

A. Life Cycle of a Ladybug
D. All About Llamas,
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Tigers are the largest of all big cats and may be found in

parts of Asia. There used to be nine different kinds of tigers.
Sadly, three have become extinctin the last 80 years. Scientists
think that there are about 3,000 tigers leftin the world.

Tigers are endangered for many reasons. One of the reasons
is the loss of habitat. Tigers in the wild need room to hunt and
space to hide. As the population of Asia continues to grow,
people are using more land. People are taking over the tiger’s habitatsto make new roads,
build homes and cities, or cut down trees. This means that tigers are pushed into smaller areas|
of land where they can’t survive.

lllegal hunters, called poachers, also kill tigers to make money. Poachers sell the tiger’s fur
but also sell the rest of its body, which is used to make Chinese medicine. Sometimes, tigers
are also sold as meat to wealthy people. If poachers continue to kill tigers, there may be none
left.

Many people are concerned about tigers. They are working hard to help save them. Some
countries have made wildlife reserves. These are protected areas of land meant to help tigers
survive. Some countries have laws that make itillegal to kill tigers. They need more money,
though, to enforce the laws. More park guards must be hired and trained to protect the tiger
|from illegal hunters daily and night. It will take money and effort to save the tigers.

1. The author of this passage used the Problem and Solution text structure. Write P by the
Problem and § by the Solution listed in the passage:

A Tigers need to be protected.

B. ___ Tigers are endangered animals.

2. Circle all of the topics below which would be best organized using the Problem and Solution
text structure:

A. History of Hockey ~ B. Hammerhead Sharks C. How Lifting Weights Strengthen Bones

D. Texting and Car Crashes E. Eagles and Falcons F. Water Pollution and What Can Be Done to
Decrease It

3. Cause and Effect text structures are often confused with Problem and Selution. Remember
that Problem and Solution must have a solution! Look at the passage titles below. Write PS for
Problem and Solution and CE for Cause and Effect.

Al The Dangers of Tornadoes and What You Should Do to Protect Yourself

B. A Lack of Sleep May Lower Test Scores
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9 PASSAGES

WITH NO TEXT STRUCTURE LABELS

Name:

Giant pandas may be one of the cutest
animals in the world. In China, they are
thoughtto be a national treasure. These
animals are easy to recognize with their white
and black fur. Scientists think that pandas
have been around for millions of years.

Although pandas used to be found in
many lowlands across Asia, their numbers

2,000 pandas left in the wild.
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too deep. They prefer to live closer to the shore in ocean depths of up to about
300 feet. Besides living on the sand or in the rocks, you can often find them on
the sea floor in kelp (seaweed) forests

Giant sea stars usually eat mussels, snails, and barnacles, but they may also
feed on shellfish, sea anemones, fish, and even other starfish. To eat animals that
live inside a shell, like a mussel or a barnacle, the giant sea star grabs it with its
feet, brings it towardsits mouth, and then pushes out its stomach to eat it.

The giant clam is very large, as its name suggests. It can grow up to four feet
long and weigh more than 500 pounds. Like the giant sea star, it comes in many
colors and lives in the bottom of the ocean. You can find giant clams in both the
Indian and South Pacific Oceans. Unlike the giant sea star that moves around,

though, the giant clam attachesitself to a spot on a
“gm. reef and stays there for its entire life.

made by the algae that live on them. They also eat tiny
creatures in the ocean's water called plankton. Clams eat
plankton by sipping water and filtering it.

Unlike the giant sea star, giant clams are an endangered species. Many
people use the clam for food, for shells, and for aquarium pets, which has
decreased their numbers dangerously.
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32 TASK CARDS
AND A FLIPBOOK

To look at how cougars and
bobcats are the same and how
they are different...

O Cause and Effect

To explain the effects of
plasticin the ocean and

what scientists think can
be done to reduceit...

10 Which text structure would you choose?

FLIPBOOK:

To reinforce
each text ‘

structure!
Hett Can be used for:

- Small groups/partners
* Independent Work
* Review
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POSTERS & GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS
TO REINFORCE LEARNING

INFORMATIONAL
TEXT STRUCTURES:

Informational Text Structures f how event
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* Interactive notebooks

* Posting on classroom walls

Informational Text Structures

ORDER AND
A SEQUENCE

Informational Text Structures

COMPARE AND
CONTRAST

Informational Text Structures

CAUSE AND
EFFECT

To show why something
happened and what happened

“If a starfish loses its leg, it can
grow a new one."

HC

AL WORDS: so that, due to,
H to, as a result, since, so, for
is reason, in order to...

ho.w tw Informational Text Structures
o alike al

hanasar] PROBLEM AND
SOLUTION

*;/ML To tell about a problem and show
5@\:{( a solution

to move t

. “A population explosion of starfish is damaging
DRDS: like | the Great Barrier Reef, but scientists are finding
erent, to ways to solve this issue.

, although
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the answer, one reason is...

STRUCTURE

MEANING

INFORMATIONAL TEXT STRUCTURES

Description

To tell about
something

(E——=< Scavengar Hun4

Directions: Look for informational text structures in books or science magazines.
Record the source, the topic, and the text structure.

Order and
Sequence

To show events
or procedures in
time order

Description=D Order and Sequence = 0S5 Compareand Contrast = CC
Cause and Effect = CE Problem and Solution = PS

SOURCE TOPIC TEXT STRUCTURE

Compare
and Contrast

To show how two

or mare things
are alike and
different

Cause and
Effect

To show why
something
happenedand
what happened

Problem and
Solution

To tell abouta
problem and
show a solution




FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

Which classrooms would benefit from this

informational text structures unit? This resource is
for you if your reading curriculum is lacking and you find
yourself consistently searching for activities to supplement
and fill in the gaps. If you'd like to provide focused,
engaging practice for informational text structures, this
resource is for you.

What age is best suited for the Informmational

Text Structures Unit? it is perfect for most students in
39 grade. The resource can also be used with older students
in need of extra practice or younger students who need
enrichment. Teachers, homeschool educators, and tutors
have used the materials successfully.

How could this resource be used in my

classroom? This informational text structures unit has
teaching pages, passages, task cards, posters, and
activities and is extremely versatile. You can use it to
introduce and reinforce informational text structure
concepts. The materials are perfect for reading lessons,
centers, partner practice, small groups, whole-class games,
test prep, or as a review. The possibilities are endless!
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At The Teacher Next Door, we know that you strive to be an effective
reading teacher while maintaining a healthy work-life balance. In
order to do that, you need resources that are impactful, yet simple.
The problem is that most reading resources and curriculums out
there are far from simple. The pages upon pages of daily lesson
plans are just plain overwhelming. We believe teachers should be
living their lives outside the classroom, and not spending hours
lesson planning and searching for resources.

Now, more than ever, teachers need space to be
themselves which is why we create and support teachers
with timesaving tips and standards-aligned resources.

We can’'t wait to help you get started.

A NOTE ABOUT OUR CEO AND FOUNDER: Jenn
Larson is the creator and founder of The Teacher
Next Door. With over 20 years of experience in the
classroom and a Master’'s Degree in Curriculum
and Instruction, Jenn specializes in creating
resources for upper elementary students. Her
goal is to support teachers by providing ready-
to-use resources that target standards and help
students grow in amazing ways.

REACH OUT AT: contact@the-teacher-next-door.com
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Save more and get more when you purchase the

Reading Bundle

CLICK HERE to take a look! More Reading

Resources:
w '
ULTIMATE MEGA BUNDLE
READING SKILLS!| = —
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CLICK HERE to take a look!


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Bundle-for-3rd-Grade-Print-and-Digital-Distance-Learning-4433631
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Games-Fiction-and-Nonfiction-Bundle-Reading-Centers-for-3rd-Grade-3797001
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Digital-Reading-Bundle-Fiction-and-Nonfiction-for-Google-Slides-5374957
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