SUPPORTING IDEAS
PARAGRAPH WRITING

RATE THE SUPPORTING (D@ @@ (® CAN YOU IDENTIFY

Name:

. EXAMPLE
Suppqmng |(;|eas ShOUI.d"' . ) Read each set of sentences. Identify each type of sentence using the abbreviations below:
+ Addinformation to or clarify the topic sentence idea . N
+ Help the reader better understand the fopic sentence Topic Sentence=T Supporting Ideas =S

« Prove that the topic sentence is accurate

Read Ihe lopic senfence. Then, read he supporting ideas. If the supporfing idea provides exira Remember... Topic sentences are BIG ideas. The whole paragraph describes and explains the

information about the topic sentence and is related to it, add a 4 sign on the line. If not, add a topicsentence. SUp.port'ng ideas are med\lum |deas.They are smaller than topic sentences
- sign. because they describe one part of the topicsentence idea.

Topic Sentence: Elephants are brilliant animals.

_____Supportingldea 1: One sign that elephants are intelligent is that ONE OF TH ESE THINGS )
PARAGRAPH WRITING: IS NOT LIKE THE OTHER"r3

s U p p O R T | N G | D E A s s o R T f:;;“:::;fga paragraph, all three supportingideas should directly relate to the topic

sentence, but they should also be related to each other in a clear way.

Name:

When the supporting ideas are related to each other, we call them parallel.

TOPIC SENTENCE: While some people may think bats are creepy, they are
actually very helpful creatures.

For example, if a paragraphis about painting (let’s imagine paintingas a broad topic), here
are some possibilities for supporting idea topics:

THE BIG PICTURE - CONCEPT MAP:

PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE

G = Good ertence wel o ¥ 0

_ Most paragraphs follow this structure. They begin with a topic sentence,

TOPIC SENTENCE SUPPORTING IDEA

which is the main idea of the paragraph. They have three suppeorting
ideas that clarify or prove the topic sentence. Each supporting idea has
1 - 3 detdails to describe and explain it. The paragraph ends with a
conclusion sentence that reinforces the idea in the topic sentence.

TOPICSENTENCE
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PRINTABLE, HANDS-ON PRACTICE
JUST PRINT AND GO!

PARAGRAPH WRITING:

SUPPORTING IDEAS SORT

Name:
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TOPIC SENTENCE: While some people may think bats are creepy, they are
actually very helpful creatures.
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Read each set of sentences. Identify each type of sentence using the abbreviations below
Topic Sentence=T Supporting Ideas =S

Remember... Topic sentences are BIG ideas. The whole paragraph describes and explains i

DETAILS: DETAILS:

* Nectar-eating bats

@
dwhen some spread pollen from
of bats eat fruits. lantto plant, helpin 7
ice doUQh h || the topic sentence. Supportin_g ideas are medium idefas. They are smaller than topic eds from the qure ph':ms grow.p 9 z
¥ Geltﬂ sentences because they describe one part of the topic sentence idea. hre spread in bat =
creﬂn;;-is sirni | SENTENCE SET 1: ings. 2
supporting ideas taly- anb| & Apples to Apples is one game | enjoy.
and Details smoother —
creamy froz(iy 2- My favorite board games are Monopoly, Apples to Apples, and Chess. bats are beneficial animals. |
lndiﬂ und of 3. It’s fun to play Monopoly with my family.
itis made PR} 4.

My best friend taught me to play Chess.

SENTENCE SET 2:
1

SUPPORTING IDEA:

ts play an
The Eiffel Tower is one of the most well-known sites in Paris.

Many bats feast
on insects every

conclusion 1he.|'e’? a sk
sentence enjoy!

2. puting seeds.
3. The Palace of Versailles is beautiful and full of history.
4,

|
i
rtant role in |
The Louvre is one of the largest museums in the world. i
|
1

night.
Paris is filled with amazing placestovisit. W TTTTTTTTTT T mmmmm e m e .
hree frozen reats make uIF as to each set of details by cutting and gluing
i re i ¢
Wt:;‘:r'ﬂng dea sentences i YEUB cenrence seT 3:
Y .
i enti
After each frozen dessert is M 1.

orrect set of details above.
! Hurricanes can be dangerous for many reasons.
ese descri
What are th
sentences.

2. Storm surges bring ocean water onto land, causing flooding.
3. Hurricane winds can damage or destroy homes and buildings.
4.

Some hurricanes cause tornadoes too.

SENTENCE SET 4:

1. The restaurant is decorated beautifully.

P. F. Chang’s is one of my family’s favorite restaurants for three reasons.

2
3.
4

The people who work there are friendly and attentive.

The best part of P. F. Chang’s is the delicious food.
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LET'S TALK SUPPORTING IDEASI|| /7 5racanooror\

THE LETTERS TO SHOW
Read the topic sentence, Then, look at the supportingidea, Remember that YOUR ANSWERS
supporting ideas explain, describe, or clarify the topic sentence. Use the -
following abbreviationsto rate each supporting idea.
G = Good D = Doesn’t match the topic sentence well

T = Too similarto the topic sentence
TOPIC SENTENCE SUPPORTING IDEA RATING

2 fsusworTNGIDEAS TO PONDER) 1. Although no one In 1980, a footprint measuring
E 2 N " almost 18 inches (46 cm) was
knows if the BigFoot . .
N found in Johnstown, Pennsylvania,
legend is real, some . .
" and some thought it was a sign of
claim to have proof. .
BigFoot.

2. Hammerhead sharks The great white sharkis one of the

are interesting -
N mast aggressive sharks.
animals.

3. Potatoesarea

K tabl
g:cp:u::;ii caanebe Potatoes can be prepared in many
cooked in a variety of
ways.
fl' A nl.fmber of For example, the first electric
inventions have made . . . .

washing machine was invented in
household chores
. 1908,

easier.

ways.

5. My favorite sports . .
include basketball, At school, kickball is one of my
football, and baseball.

favorite games.
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SUPER SIMPLE -
PRINT OR CLICK AND SEND!
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ASK THE EXPERTS

"I'D DEFINITELY
RECOMMEND ITI"

- KATELIN, 4TH GRADE TEACHER

"THE CONTENT IS
INTERESTING AND
ENGAGING FOR THE KIDS!"

- GABRIELA, 4TH GRADE TEACHER

"SO HELPFUL FOR
MY CLASSROOM!"

- SAMANTHA, STH GRADE TEACHER
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SUPPORTING IDEAS FAQ

Which classrooms would benefit from a
Supporting Ideas in Paragraph Writing Unit like this?

This Supporting Ideas in Paragraph Writing Unit is for you if your writing
curriculum is lacking when it comes to focused, explicit writing instruction
and practice. If you’d like to stop endlessly searching for resources to help
improve your students’ writing and are looking for an organized, step-by-
step way to teach paragraph writing, this resource is for you.

What age is best suited for this Supporting Ideas Unit?
This Supporting Ideas Unit works well with 3 - 6" grade students, but it
can also be used with older students needing extra practice. In fact,
many middle school and high school students have had success using it.
It can also be used as enrichment for younger students. Teachers,
homeschool educators, and tutors have used the materials successfully.

How can this resource be used in my

classroom?

Many teachers will use this writing unit in their daily writing lessons.
There are whole class materials as well as activities that can be
completed independently or for partner practice.

THE TEACHER NEXT DOOR



WHO IS TTND?

At The Teacher Next Door, we know that you strive to be an effective
writing teacher while maintaining a healthy work-life balance. In order
to do that, you need resources that are impactful, yet simple. The
problem is that most writing resources and curriculums out there are
far from simple. The pages upon pages of daily lesson plans are just
plain overwhelming. We believe teachers should be living their lives
outside the classroom, and not spending hours lesson planning and
searching for resources.

Now, more than ever, teachers need space to be
themselves which is why we create and support teachers
with timesaving tips and standards-aligned resources.

We can’t wait to help you get started.

A NOTE ABOUT OUR CEO AND FOUNDER: Jenn Larson is the
creator and founder of The Teacher Next Door. With over 20
years of experience in the classroom and a Master’s Degree in
Curriculum and Instruction, Jenn specializes in creating
resources for upper elementary students. Her goal is to support
teachers by providing ready-to-use resources that target
standards and help students grow in amazing ways.

i
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A BETTER WAY
TO TEACH WRITING

COMPLETE

PARAGRAPH BUNDLE
PARAGRAPH

e | SENTENCES
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SUPPORTING IDEAS
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TOPIC
DETAILS

IN PARAGRAPH WRITING

TRANSITIONS
IN WRITING

CONCLUSION

SENTENCES

EXPLIITWRITING ==
INSTRUCTION __&

BUY NOW

O

BETTER RESOURCES. BETTER INSTRUCTION.
BETTER PARAGRAPHS, EVERY TIME.
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Paragraph-Writing-Bundle-How-to-Write-a-Paragraph-Print-and-Digital-862543
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