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OPINION WRITING
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1 : attention.
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GUIDE YOUR STUDENTS WITH

THE INTRODUCTION

Name:
The first paragraph in an opinion essay is the introduction. It has three

parts:
+ Hook (to grab the reader’s attention)

« Opinion (the author’s viewpoint)
« Reasons (three reasons that support the opinion)

INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH EXAMPLE:

Hook B Rachael Ray once said, “I think having an
L_animal in your life makes you a better human.”
Having a pet benefits children in many ways.

Opinion
[ Pets can boost a child's mental health. In addition,
Reasons taking care of a pet can teach children
responsibility. Pets also provide a special kind of

companionship that children value.

Read each set of introduction sentences. Identify each type of sentence using the

abbreviations below:

Hook =H

Opinion =0 Reasons =R

SENTENCE SET 1:
Playing board games is a good way to spend time as a family.

1.

2. Board games encourage values like sportsmanship. They can increase
communication. In addition, playing board games creates shared experiences.

3. Where would we be without Monopoly, Scrabble, and Clue?

SENTENCE SET 2:
1. Scientists have found that chewing gum boosts concentration. It’s also good
for mental health. Further, gum provides health benefits for your mouth and teeth.

2. If you’re caught chewing gum at school, you might get in trouble!

3. Chewing sugarless gum, however, is actually good for you in many ways.
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COLOR CODING

STUDENTS IDENTIFY THE
PARTS OF THE PARAGRAPH

TO SHOW UNDERSTANDING!

THE INTRODUCTION: STRUCTURE
COLOR CODING REVIEW

Let's review the introduction Paragraph.

REINFORCE

CONCEPTS!

The intfroduction paragraph has three parts:
+ Hook (to grab attention)

+ Topic Sentence - The writer's opinion

+ Three reasons to support the opinion:

A. All reasons In one sentence
OR
B. Three reasons in three sentences

» e
st Siide Amange Took Extensions Help

QR - RIME QY \- B Sschound Lot Theme Transitien

DIRECTIONS

Color code the opinion writing introduction examples in the
following way:

1. Hook [[ ][I purple [

OPINION WRITING

INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH TO COLOR CODE

BENEFITS OF PLAYING CHESS
Did you know that chess is

one of the oldest games in the
world and dates back over 1,500
years? Chess is not only a fun
board game, but it strengthens
thinking skills for those who play
it regularly. Playing chess
improves your memory, helps
develop problem-solving skills,
and can actually improve your
concentration

[ green T[[1=

2. Topic Sentence (Opinion) |.|||

LESSON 9

THE TEACHER NEXT DOOR



FOR WRITING LESSONS

Introduction:
Reasons

The three b
reasons in
| introducti
| show why i|Includes:

riter has 1. yook (the lead)
|  opinion.

. What you know |
about |

A ty} rs: siegtle:ﬁ - Includes
writin :'q';:qpl:‘ reasons to
the writer
expri seds to ma T —-- —ags
thou | qyally has 5 | opinion |- Unusual De iten |- The writer's
VIewf paragraphs: [ grabare | + Sfrong Stal eas| yiewpoint
and OF | 1. 4 ncuucaildention *"| about a topic

n idea
pinion




REINFORCE
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ASK THE EXPERTS

"THIS IS AN AMAZING
RESOURCEL... PERFECTLY

SCAFFOLDED FOR GROWTH!"
- HANNAH, 3RD GRADE TEACHER

"I WOULD RECOMMEND THIS RESOURCE
BECAUSE | SAW IMPROVEMENT IN MY

STUDENTS' ABILITIESI"
- RACHEL, 3RD GRADE TEACHER

SUCH A GREAT RESOURCE! IT LAID
IT OUT AND SCAFFOLDED THE

LEARNING SO INCREDIBLY WELL!"
- ANNIE, 5STH/6TH GRADE TEACHER
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BODY PARAGRAPHS
OPINION WRITING

THE BODY PARAGRAPHS CANYOU IDENTIFYIT?

The three middle paragraphs in an opinion essay are the body

paragraphs. Each paragraph describes one of the reasons for your Name:
opinion (the same reasons briefly listed in the introduction paragraph)
and includes details to describe and explain that reason.

Read each set of body paragraph sentences. Identify them using the abbreviations below:
Topic Sentence=T Details=D Conclusion Sentence =C

It has three parts:

Remember... In the bodv paraeranh of an aninion essay, topic sentences start with a transition

+ Topic Sentence with the first reason - @
+ Details to describe and explain the re |
* Conclusion Sentence

OPINION WRITING:

TRANSITIONS FOR TOPIC SENTEN( \ B O DY PA R A G R A p H s O R T

n. Topic sentenceideas are reinforced in the entire
zlated to the topic sentence opinion. Detailsadd

| the opinion and the reason. A conclusion sentenc’
reinforces the writer’s opinion while closing t

PN\
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« First... Second... Third... + First...In| | Name: %
+ First... Another... Next... + Firstof alf OPINION SENTENCE: Walking is a simple but beneficial exercise for a \

« First... Also... Finally... - Onereas number of reasons. orove your health.
« First... In addition... Lastly... « Onereas - Jenefits
‘ REASON 1: REASON 2: REASON 3: 1 : 78
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NO PREP OR " |siwes

hody para graph sentences. {dentify them U
0

Read each set of T Details=D

Topic Sentence

PRINT AND GO!

SENTENCE SET 1: .
1. firstof all,indoor rockclimbi

2. / Rock climbing helpsyoureéd
" pccomplish anything:
n addition, rockclimbing
3 oua good feeling

GENTENCE SET 2:
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The three middle paragraphs in an opinion essay are the body five.

paragraphs. Each paragraph describes one of the reasons for your
opinion (the same reasons briefly listed in the infroduction paragraph)
and includes details to describe and explain that reason.

It has three parts:

e SENTENCES )y
- Next,, * First, .
Fingj B

SENTENCE SET 3
1 similarly, shoof

2. erar,baskplh:
« Topic Sentence with the first reason - starts with a fransition
+ Details to describe and explain the reason
« Conclusion Sentence

3 Whether you,
) youa chance

GENTENCE SET 4:
TRANSITIONS FOR TOPIC SENTENCES IN BODY PARAGRAPHS
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) blind, she

+ First... Second... Third... « First... In addition... Equallyimportant... 2 /f:‘e"“('j;‘f

« First... Another... Next... « First of all... Second of all... Most importantly.. |

« First... Also... Finally...

« One reason... The next reason... Lastly...
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+ Oner The dr
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BODY PARAGRAPH EXAMPLE (ONE OF THREE PARAGRAPHS):

Transition | First, playing board games s a

and Topic .

sentence great way to boost your brain power.
Many popular board games include




GUIDE YOUR STUDENTS WITH

BODY PARAGRAPHS AND DETAILS :
e STRUCTURE

After the topic sentence in each body paragraph, add details to give additionalinformation
about why the reason is frue. Details caninclude: ‘N\O
« Examples * Reasons and Explanations

» Facts andEvidence - Cause andEffect (If __ then __)

TRANSITIONS FOR DETAILS IN BODY PARAGRAPHS

- For example -+ Also « Infact « Moreover

- In addition - Additionally - Similarly « Lashy/Finally

- For instance + Next « Along with « Equally Important
- Toilluskrate this * Further « Furthermore « Most importantly

Write two detailsfor each reason. Use a transition where it makes sense (especially
for the second detail).

I TOPIC SENTENCE: Kids should have longer recess fimes at school. I

REASON 1: First, recess allows students to move around and get exercise.

DETAILS:
T - ; #/0RAG AND DROP 1y
REASON 2: Second, students are able to spend time with friends during recess. oo oton ahout e poragrany ey Ot P0G aph. [ ¢ ROP THE ¥
A 1l 0 e opinion f e gy “2elence) "5010:15_: CIRCLES To
DETAILS: o o 478 v s o e S UBTIONS.

Reason onic Y O
mem“"""m"m'xﬂvmmm_" )

Details;

+ Playing an instrumens s into both sides of the by
" e brain,
o that it's fum to. Playin 2 bang.

REASON 3: Finally, playing at recess can reduce stress.

1. Cooking togetheris a grga

DETAILS:
time 1o spenq
2. Similarty, cupy e with your presch
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oonticatian, T P80 excelentwaytopraceyy, ;»k-u,m,,
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L. addition,
" - - " ioage, wm:n'n‘y:m; el b ot of preserva
CONCLUSION SENTENCE: In conclusion, longerrecess limes provide many benefits for 2 Forexamt Y affect their taste. ratives, 0 they lage
. . - mple, hor
students and should be considered by the school adminisiration. 3. Actually, Ore, ;'."'"’"wﬂmm,.m.nm.nmu bought cooks
- Oreos, Nutter Batter, and koe 4 cookfes,
T The Teacher Next Door oS Bl store-bought cokiey " 8 S are some of the
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COLOR CODING

STUDENTS IDENTIFY THE
PARTS OF THE PARAGRAPH

TO SHOW UNDERSTANDING!

BODY PARAGRAPHS: STRUCTURE
COLOR CODING REVIEW

Let's review the body of the essay. The body paragraphs are in
the middle of the essay, sandwiched between the introduction
and the conclusion. The body has three paragraphs, each with
a different reason that explains the writer's opinion.

Each of the three body paragraphs has three paris:

+ Topic Sentence - A reason that starts with a transition

+ Details (examples, explanations, statistics, facts) to support
the reason

+ Conclusion - Restate the topic sentence using synonyms,

reinforce the reason, and wrap up the paragraph

DIRECTIONS

Color code the opinion writing introduction examples in the
following way:

1. Topic Sentence (Reason) II'""“I-"

LESSON 28

THE TEACHER NEXT DOOR

REINFORCE

CONCEPTS!

OPINION WRITING

A SINGLE BODY PARAGRAPH TO COLOR CODE
ARCHERY AS A HOBBY

One reason archery is an
excellent hobby is that it helps
develop focus and patience. When
you practice shooting with your bow
and arrow, you need to focus on your
form, breathing, and target. In
addition, to shoot a bow accurately,
you must slow down and concentrate.
If you rush the shot, you will surely be
disappointed in the results. It takes
patience to become skilled at this
sport. Over time, not only will your aim
improve, but so will your focus and
patience. Archery helps encourage a
calm, patient attitude and a single-
minded focus.



FOR WRITING LESSONS
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REINFORCE
ONCEPTS

e:

OPINION WRITING:

BODY PARAGRAPH

TEACHER NOTES - DETAILS PRACTICE

STUMP THE EXPERTS GAME

OPINION SENTENCE: Walking is a simple but beneficial ! !

number of reasons.

—
REASON 1:

First, walking can
prevent many diseases
and make you
healthier.

—
REASON 2:
Second, walking is
good for your mental
well-being.
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G = Good
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D = Small Detail
T =Too similar to the topic sentence

BODY PARAGRAPH
CONCLUSIONS

Read the reasons/topic sentences. Then, look at the conclusions.
Drag and drop the letters to rate each conclusion sentence:

N = Introduced a new idea

REASONS:
TOPIC SENTENCE

CONCLUSION SENTENCE

RATING

1. Cursive writing should
be taught to all students.

Even though cursive writing is not as
common as it used to be, it should still
be part of a child’s education.

2. School Spirit Week is a
positive activity for the

It’s fun to dress up each day during
School Spirit Week.

ENCE: Clearly, addingwalkit

SORT

Moreover, daily
walking helps you
reach the doctor’s

B3
Q
<

can help lower your
stress and improve
your mood.

5
=2

: recommended 10,000

Walking releases
natural painkillers and

in your body.

Going on a walk
lowers blood pressure
and wards off heart

disease.

i feel-good chemicals |
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organization flow.

orce the idea of creating details to support the topic
the body paragraphs in an essay.

the game:

arkers, and erasers (a sock/carpet piece] for each child

of the room, facing the class

son fopics (see the list of ideas page or make up your own)
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ASK THE EXPERTS

"EXCELLENT RESOURCE
THAT KEPT MY STUDENTS

ENGAGED!"
- DANIEL, 6TH GRADE TEACHER

"PLENTY OF PRACTICE FOR
THEM AND GREAT IDEAS TO

HELP UNDERSTANDING!"
- TRACY, STH GRADE SPED TEACHER

"SUCH A GREAT RESOURCE!
| HIGHLY RECOMMEND IT TO

OTHER TEACHERS!"
- ANNIE, STH/6TH GRADE TEACHER

THE TEACHER NEXT DOOR



CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH
OPINION WRITING

THE CONCLUSION: REASONS ‘Rale lhe coNcLusioNPARAGRAPH

OPINIONS

In the conclusion paragraph, after the opinion sentence. the writer
reminds the reader of the three big r

There are two ways to write these rec CONCLUS'ON PARAG RAPH »pinion. Then, look at the conclusion
+ In one sentence (the reasons are | ng abbreviations to rate each
 inthree brietsentences it van. | WHAT IS A CALL TO ACTION? | i - imiodsced anewidea
CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH EXAMPLE | | Nome: - —— E
The very last sentence of a conclusion paragraph can be written in two " _.USION PARAGRAPH RATIN \§\
- : ways. You can write a final thought or a call to action. A call to action OPINION /NN
Opinion _[cm;:r::ic:;csll:lgsg asks readers to think about something or o do something about the | e <\<>
i R fhcrzenhasa
— When you eatle issue in the essay 'ty to vote in all elections.
Reasons __ | disease and dia . . L . A
. . Use the lefters to match the Call to Action endings to the beginnings.
Final maintain a healf g 1
lower yourrisk o ~ . 4
Thought _ / CALL TO ACTION MATCHLS HTOCOL
or Call — Reducing sugar TUSION PARAGRAP Wy

. ; C
to Action positive health k 1.___ Think about what you can OPINION WRITING: CON
Name: AL\ENS ARE REAL "

: o
€/ % ICe
i P‘e“"; ?f . . \erous UFO
Starting school later will ata e v . e\'ﬁ CU“U'es'
give students more time
to sleep, improve their
grades, and reduce their
stress.

&
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PRINT AND DIGITAL FOR

ONCLUSION PARAGRAPH:

RES%AT\NG THE OPINION

nion senfence. This senfence

NO PREP OR

Name:
The conclusion

d: ; )
S'h ;‘:ﬂs with a nansition (you mightu!

obviously, to sum itup. in ccnc.luis:
« Reminds the reader ?f‘yaur opln“-
» Uses synonyms (don tjust copy
d the opinion sel
tence to make

i i
roph storts with an oP! §
paragrap! wot certainly. clearly. definitely.

PRINT AND GO!

pirections: Red
Change the sen

1A. INTRODUCTION OPINIO!

INION:

18. CONCLUSION OFl

2A. lNTRODUCTlt?N OPIt
the weather is nice.
28B. CONCLUSION OPINI

CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH

The last paragraph is called the conclusion. The conclusion should
remind readers of the writer's opinion and three reasons using
synonyms.

3A. INTRODUCTION <
should also do othe!

; Jo conciyge * Fingjp
. i4
19 summarize * Lasty * Truly
* T

O sum jp up As yoy can se,

To write a conclusion paragraph: .
* Allin

35, CONCLUSION ©
+ Start with a transition.

. - .
Restate the opinion using synonyms. 7 INTRODUCTIC

allowance for d¢
4B, CONCLUSIO!

* Restate the three reasons using synonyms

End with a final thought or a call to action (this encourages
readers to think or to do something)

TRANSITIONS FOR CONCLUSIONS:

+ In conclusion * Finally e Truly * Clearly
= To conclude * Lastly + Asyou can see + Cerlainly
+ To summarize + To sum it up * Allin all * Definitely

CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH EXAMPLE:




GUIDE YOUR STUDENTS WITH

THE CONCLUSION: REASONS

In the conclusion paragraph, after the opinion sentence, the writer
reminds the reader of the three big reasons that support the opinion.

There are two ways to write these reasons:
* In one sentence (the reasons are separated with commas)
* Inthree brief sentences (with transitions if needed)

CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH EXAMPLE - Three reasons in one sentence:

Opinion In conclusion, it's important o reduce the
amount of sugar you eat on a daily basis.

[~ When you eat less sugar, yourrisk of heart
Reasons | disease and diabetes goes down, you can
. maintain a healthier weight, and it may alse
Final . .
Thou lower yourrisk of some mental health issues.
ght — A .
or Call Reducing sugar may be challenging, but the
to Action positive health benefits you’ll gain are worth
_it.

Here is the same conclusion paragraph with three reason sentences.

CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH EXAMPLE - Three reasons in three sentences:

Opinion In conclusion, it's important fo reduce the
amount of sugar you eat on a daily basis.

[ When you eat less sugar, yourrisk of heart
Reasons___ [ disease and diabetes goes down. This can
) help you maintain a healthier weight. Also, it
Final . .
Thought L_may lower your risk of mental health issves.
or Call [ Reducing sugar may be challenging, but the
to Action positive health benefits you’ll gain are worth
L_it.

LESSON 5A

©The Teacher Next Door

SN ma%c\ﬁEAASPTRUCTURE

INTRODUCT\ON P

THE BIG PV

OPINIO

PINION

CONCLUSION PARAGRABH.
SACALLTO ACTION?

The very jast
sentence of "
ways. Y y 4 conclysio
¥s. You can write  fing thought o?ap:;;gmph €an be written in two

asks readers to thi .
i A ink 3 to acti
Issue in the essqy about something of fo do son::?);i:gcctb action
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Drag and dro,
. P the leth
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COLOR CODING

STUDENTS IDENTIFY THE
PARTS OF THE PARAGRAPH

TO SHOW UNDERSTANDING!

THE CONCLUSION: STRUCTURE
COLOR CODING REVIEW

Let’s review the Conclusion Paragraph. The purpose of the
conclusion paragraph is to remind the reader of the essay's
main points.

The conclusion paragraph has three parts:

= Opinion (writer's viewpoint)

= Reasons (why the writer has this opinion)

+ Final Thought or Callto Action (to close the essay)

DIRECTIONS

Color code the opinion writing conclusion examples in the
following way:

1. opinion [[ [[I[ green [[[[[=

2. Reasons || [[LLag!lausi®

3. Final Thought
S ARE REAL
ALIEN nty of evidence o

there is PIERY 7 erous

Clearly,
suggest

LESSON 2B

PARAGRAPH 70 COLOR CODE

Name:

real.
that aliens ""rz ancient cuttures.

REINFORCE

CONCEPTS!

OPINION WRITING

A CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH TO COLOR CODE
ALIENS ARE REAL

Clearly, there is plenty of
evidence to suggest that aliens
are real. Numerous UFO
sightings, evidence from ancient
cultures, and the sheer size of
the universe help bolster that
belief. While it may be difficult to
imagine that humans on Earth
are not the only life forms, the
increasing amount of proof
available adds support to that
belief.

THE TEACHER NEXT DOOR



FOR WRITING LESSONS

A tyl
writin
expr
thou
viewf
and of

- In conclu:
« To concluc
« To summa
- Finally

« Lastly
Usually has 5 | ;o slum it

. ¢ l'l.l\[

paragrqpl?s. . As you cd
« Introduction | Allinal

.Starts with a
transition

. This sentence

rewords the )

- This sentenc
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writer’'s rec

- Last senter
- Written in o1] the conclus

sentence or | paragraph

hrea canta

Includes:

of
OF

- Reinforces the
writer's opinion
1st Sentence:
hoose one)
'inal Thauniaht

- Last sentence of
the conclusion
paragraph

- Asks readers to
Think about or
do something




REINFORCE
ONCEPTS

OPINION WRITING EXAMPLE:
Art Education Benefits Students

Brazilian artist, Romero Britto, once said, “Art i
share.” Art education enriches students’ lives and
ways. Art classes offer students opportunities to enl
increase academic skills, and boost mental health)

WRIE YOUR OWN CONcLusion PARAGRAPI]
OPINION

OPINION WRITING:
CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH SORT

Name:

One reason art education benefits students is
them to use credativity. Art lessons require students
creafive side of their brain, the right side. This crea
boosts the imagination but helps students realize fi

THIS SORT REPRESENTS THREE DIFFERENT ESSAYS AND THEIR CONCLUSIONS

”:°re ;‘;‘“" °:_e ;igh: cmslwer‘ In 'j"dd"Ti:”' this :_’p_e"' OPINION SENTENCE 1 ]| OFINION SENTENCE 2 ] OFINION SENTENCE 3
s Ireng en': '9 Ier;_eve f;eu‘sonlng; N :hcreu;“l;lty 5 Clearly, schools To conclude, there are | To summarize, having
class can have lasting efiecls on their thought pro: should start later in the | many advantages to | a classroom petis an
Another reason art education is an integral p morning. having year-round excellent idea for -
school. il L

that it helps students perform well in school. For ex
increase language and math abilities. In fact, one
students taking art classes scored 14% higher in la
higher in math. In addition, the visual arts can also

Armaniva thair writina Tha hanaofite aviand $a crian,

soom | This changeir
stobe !  yaditional sch
i schedule is an ¢
i but effective wa
improve schoo

Animals in the classroom
encourage students to be
compassionate and
responsible while boosting e

i i students more freque |
thelr mental health. : breaks throughout the y

| may decrease burnout,
i allow them to reduce 1
usual summer learning I¢

..;. eniary students.

\ three reasons and final thoughts/call to actions to each opinion sentence
and gluing each rectangle under the correct opinion sentence above.




ASK THE EXPERTS

"EXCELLENT RESOURCE
THAT KEPT MY STUDENTS

ENGAGED!"
- DANIEL, 6TH GRADE TEACHER

"I HAVE USED IT MULTIPLE
TIMES AND LOOK FORWARD TO

USING IT AGAIN!"
- SAMANTHA, 5STH GRADE TEACHER

"SUPER RESOURCE TO GET
STUDENTS' WRITING TO IMPROVE.

| HIGHLY RECOMMEND!"
- ANGELA, 3RD GRADE TEACHER

THE TEACHER NEXT DOOR



OPINION WRITING FAQ

Which classrooms would benefit from a
Conclusion Paragraph: Opinion Writing Unit like this?

This Conclusion Paragraph Unit is for you if your writing curriculum is lacking
when it comes to focused, explicit writing instruction, or your students could
benefit from more opinion writing and essay practice. If you’d like to stop
endlessly searching for step-by-step writing lessons and activities that align
with this writing standard and are looking for easy-to-use writing activities,
this resource is for you.

What age is best suited for this Opinion Writing Unit?

This print and digital writing unit is aligned with 37 - 5% grade writing
standards. It can also be used with older students in need of extra practice
and support or for enrichment for younger students. Teachers, homeschool
educators, and tutors have used the materials successfully.

How can this resource be used in my classroom?

This resource is extremely versatile. Many teachers will use the writing unit as
part of their writing block with whole class lessons, partner practice, and
independent work. You can vary the teaching mode and practice format
between print and digital, too.

THE TEACHER NEXT DOOR



WHO IS TTND?

At The Teacher Next Door, we know that you strive to be an effective
teacher while maintaining a healthy work-life balance. In order to do that,
you need resources that are impactful yet simple. The problem is that most
writing resources and curriculums out there are far from simple. The pages

upon pages of daily lesson plans are just plain overwhelming. We believe
teachers should be living their lives outside the classroom and not spending
hours lesson planning and searching for resources.

Now, more than ever, teachers need space to be
themselves, which is why we create and support
teachers with time-saving tips and standards-aligned
resources.

We can’t wait to help you get started.

A NOTE ABOUT OUR CEO AND FOUNDER: Jenn Larson is the
creator and founder of The Teacher Next Door. With over 20
years of experience in the classroom and a Master’s Degree in
Curriculum and Instruction, Jenn specializes in creating
resources for upper elementary students. Her goal is to support
teachers by providing ready-to-use resources that target
standards and help students grow in amazing ways.

REACH OUT AT: contact@the-teacher-next-door.com THE TEACHER

S e



TAKE BACK YOUR

OPINION WRITING
ESSAY BUNDLE BUY NOW

o s ] [CONCLUSGN PRAGEA

EXPLICITW‘RITING

INSTRUCTION

NO MORE HOURS OF LESSON PLANNING!

YOUR FUTURE TEACHER-SELF WILL
THANK YOU, YEAR AFTER YEAR.

THE TEACHER NEXT DOOR



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Centers-YEARLONG-Bundle-Fiction-Nonfiction-Reading-Game-for-3rd-Grade-3797001
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Centers-YEARLONG-Bundle-Fiction-Nonfiction-Reading-Game-for-3rd-Grade-3797001
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