The Lion's Whisker

Ethiopian Folktale
Long ago, a little boy lived happily with his mother and father in their home.
Unfortunately, the mother died, leaving the little boy sad and angry. Years passed and the
father decided to remarry. The stepmother tried to hug the little boy, fix his favorite foods,
and play with him, but the son ignored her.

One day, the stepmother walked to the middle of the forest to see the medicine man. He
promised to fix a potion for her if she brought him a lion's whisker. The next day, the
stepmother had an idea. She made a delicious meat stew and placed it in front of the lion's
cave. Day after day she did this until the lion started sitting in front of the cave waiting for her.
Eventually, the lion began to trust her, and when she asked for one of his whiskers, he gave it
10 her.

The woman ran to the medicine man’s home. When she got there, he told her that he
had no potion for her, but if she was as patient with the son as she was with the lion, he
would grow to accept and to love her. And that is exactly what happened.
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Long ago, a little boy lived happily with his mother and father in their home.
Unfortunately, the mother died, leaving the little boy sad and angry. Years passed and the
father decided to remarry. The stepmother tried to hug the little boy, fix his favorite foods,
and play with him, but the son ignored her.
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THE TALE OF THEDOVES AND THEHUNTER

Folktale from India
Long ago in India, a hunter came to a banyan tree. He threw his net over the tree
so that the ropes sank into the branches and couldn’t be seen. Then he sprinkled rice
over the top of the tree to attract the birds. When he was finished, he hid and waited.
White Wing, the king of the doves, and his flock were flying overhead when he saw the
rice on the tree. As he swooped down to eat the rice, the doves followed him and
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SAPANA AND THE BIRDS OF PREY
Arapaho (Native American) Folktale
Sapana loved birds of prey and was angry with a porcupine who threw his quills at them.

When Sapana saw the porcupine, she chased him up a tree, through the clouds, and into the Sky
World. The porcupine changed himself into an old man, but when Sapana wanted to leave, he
aimed his giant quills at her, so she stayed. The old man made Sapana work all day, scraping buffalo
hides and turning them into robes. Sometimes, he made her pick wild turnips for dinner. One day
Sapana found a huge turnip and pulled until it popped out of the ground, leaving a hole in the sky.
Looking down, she saw Earth below. She put the turnip back over the hole and planned her escape.

Sapana took leftover strips from buffalo hides and braided them into a long rope. She lowered
herself through the turnip hole with the rope tied to her waist. Down through the clouds she went,
but the rope was too short. Justthen, the old man started swinging the rope, and then he cut the
rope too. Sapana tumbled towards the Earth, but a buzzard caught her on his back and carried her a
few minutes until he was too tired. An eagle took over, and then a hawk helped too. All the birds
cared for her and gently brought her back home. Since that day, the people of her village always
leave an extra buffalo on the field for the birds of the sky.

1. Which one was NOT a main character?
A.The buzzard B. Porcupine/Old man C. Sapana

2. Which one was a setting in the story?

A.The rainforest B. The Sky World C.BothAandB D. Neither
3. Which one was NOT an important topic or detail?
A. Sapana chased the porcupine into the Sky World.
B.The birds of prey helped Sapana come back to Earth.
C. Sapana scraped buffalo hides.

4. How did the story end?
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THE LION'S WHISKER
Ethiopian Folktale
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3. Which one was NOT an important topic or detail?
A. The stepmother patiently fed the lion.

B. The son’s mother died.

C. The stepmother ran to the medicine man’s house.

4. How did the story end? The stepmother and son...
A. Ignored each other. B. Became close

5. Which one is the best summary for this text?
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1. Which one was NOT a main character?
A.The hunter B. White Wit
2. Which one was a setting in the story?
A.The banyantree B. Mouse friend’s hi
3. Which one was NOT an important topic
A. The doves worked together to lift the net.
B. It was a banyantree.

C. The hunter threw a net over the tree.

4. How did the story end?
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THE TALE OF THEDOVES AND THEHUNTER
Folktale from India

Long ago in India, a hunter came to a banyan tree. He threw his net over the tree
so that the ropes sank into the branches and couldn’t be seen. Then he sprinkled rice
over the top of the tree to attract the birds. When he was finished, he hid and waited.
White Wing, the king of the doves, and his flock were flying overhead when he saw the
rice on the tree. As he swooped down to eat the rice, the doves followed him and
immediately the net closed, trapping all the birds. The hunter ran towards the tree

" 00200602 o TEXT |

Name:

SAPANA AND THE BIRDS OF PREY
Arapaho (Native American) Folktale
Sapana loved birds of prey and was angry with a porcupine who threw his quills at them.

When Sapana saw the porcupine, she chased him up a tree, through the clouds, and into the Sky
World. The porcupine changed himself into an old man, but when Sapana wanted to leave, he
aimed his giant quills at her, so she stayed. The old man made Sapana work all day, scraping buffalo
hides and turning them into robes. Sometimes, he made her pick wild turnips for dinner. One day
Sapana found a huge turnip and pulled until it popped out of the ground, leaving a hole in the sky.
Looking down, she saw Earth below. She put the turnip back over the hole and planned her escape.

Sapana took leftover strips from buffalo hides and braided them into a long rope. She lowered
herself through the turnip hole with the rope tied to her waist. Down through the clouds she went,
but the rope was too short. Just then, the old man started swinging the rope, and then he cut the
rope too. Sapana tumbled towards the Earth, but a buzzard caught her on his back and carried her a
few minutes until he was too tired. An eagle took over, and then a hawk helped too. All the birds
cared for her and gently brought her back home. Since that day, the people of her village always
leave an extra buffalo on the field for the birds of the sky.
1. Which one was NOT a main character?
A.The buzzard B. Porcupine/Old man

2. Which one was a setting in the story?
A. The rainforest B. The Sky World C.BothAandB

3. Which one was NOT an important topic or detail?
A. Sapana chased the porcupine into the Sky World.
B.The birds of prey helped Sapana come back to Earth.
C. Sapanascraped buffalo hides.

4. How did the story end?
A. They leave a buffalo for the birds. B. The old man cut the rope. C. She pulled a turnip.

5. Which one is the best summary for this text?
A. Sapanawas mad ata porcupine for throwing his quills on birds of prey. She climbed into
Sky World where the porcupine became an old man. He made her work all the time.

C. Sapana

D. Neither

B. Sapana chased a porcupine into the Sky World because he was mean to the birds of prey.
The porcupine changed into an old man and wouldn’t let her leave. She finally escaped using
a buffalo hide rope but the old man cut the rope and she fell. Birds of prey helped her.

C. A porcupine was mean to the birds so Sapana chased it into the Sky World. The animal
turned into an old man who was very bossy. Sapana made a rope from buffalo skins.
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o ‘ Ethiopian Folktale
Long ago, a little boy lived happily with his mother and father in their home.
= ; b & Unfortunately, the mother died, leaving the little boy sad and angry. Years passed and the

father decided to remarry. The stepmother tried to hug the little boy, fix his favorite foods,

and play with him, but the son ignored her.
One day, the stepmother walked to the middle of the forest to see the medicine man. He

T M promised to fix a potion for her if she brought him a lion's whisker. The next day, the
stepmother had an idea. She made a delicious meat stew and placed it in front of the lion’s
= cave. Day after day she did this until the lion started sitting in front of the cave waiting for her.

Eventually, the lion began to trust her, and when she asked for one of his whiskers, he gave it
to her.

The woman ran to the medicine man’s home. When she got there, he told her that he
had no pation for her, but if she was as patient with the son as she was with the lion, he
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