
3rd - 5th Grades

Reading Skills
Anchor Charts

5 Flexible
Formats! 

Fiction and Nonfiction



5 Formats for each!
Print: Print: Half Page:

Digital: 

to  Glue  into 
Reader’s  Notebooks

Google  Slides  or  PPT

1 2 For  Notetaking 3

54 Digital:
For  notetaking



Anchor Charts:
• To introduce reading skills

• As an outline for teaching 
points

• To model reading 
concepts

• To focus reading 
discussions

• To help students organize 
information visually

• As a reference for 
students

When to Use Anchor Charts:
• Mini-lessons for Reading Workshop or Guided Reading

• Strategy groups or small group work to reinforce concepts

• Reading conferences

• Review or intervention

How to Use



63 Anchor Charts
27 Fiction:

Answering Right There Questions RL 3.1

Different Ways to Answer Questions RL 4.1

How to Quote Evidence From the Text RL 5.1

Retelling a Story RL 3.2

Finding the Central Message RL 3.2 

Writing a Summary RL 4.2  RL 5.2

All About the Theme RL 4.3  RL 5.3

Describing Characters (Think FAST) RL 3.3  RL 4.3

Describing Settings and Events RL 4.3

Story Elements  RL 4.3  RL 5.3

Compare and Contrast RL 5.3

Context Clues  RL 3.4  RL 4.4  RL 5.4

Literal and Nonliteral Word Meanings RL 3.4

Context Clues (Including Mythology) RL 4.4

Using Context Clues with Figurative Language RL 5.4

Stories, Dramas, and Poems RL 3.5

Poems, Drama, and Prose  RL 4.5  RL 5.5

Point of View (Perspective) RL 3.6

Point of View (first person and third person) RL 4.6

Point of View (1st, 2nd, and 3rd person) RL 5.6

How Do Illustrations Add to the Text? RL 3.7

Connections Between the Text and a Presentation of 
the Text  RL 4.7

Visual and Multimedia Elements With Text  RL 5.7

Visual and Multimedia Elements And Text  RL 5.7

Compare and Contrast Books (Sett., Plot, Theme) RL 3.9

Compare and Contrast Books (Themes & Events) RL 4.9

Compare and Contrast Books (Same Genre)  RL 5.9

36 Nonfiction:
Good Readers Ask and Answer Questions Using Text RI 3.1

Refer to the Text to Support Your Answers RI 4.1

Quote Accurately From the Text RI 5.1

Main Idea and Key Details RI 3.2  RI 4.2

The Main Idea and Key Details RI 3.2   RI 4.2

Two or More Main Ideas with Key Details  RI 5.2

Writing a Nonfiction Summary RI 4.2  RI 5.2

Nonfiction Summary Example  RI 4.2  RI 5.2

Nonfiction Sequencing RI 3.3 

Cause and Effect RI 3.3

Types of Informational Text  RI 4.3  RI 5.3

Inf. Text Cause and Effect Examples RI 4.3  RI 5.3

Relationships Between Individuals, Events, Ideas RI 5.3

Context Clues (elephants)  RI 3.4  

Context Clues (sloths) RI 4.4

Context Clues (hammerhead sharks) RI 5.4

Text Features (5 anchor charts) RI 3.5

Informational Text Structures RI 4.5  RI 5.5

Comparing Informational Text Structures RI 5.5

Point of View: Nonfiction (Perspective) RI 3.6

NF Point of View (firsthand and secondhand account) RI 4.6

Point of View for the Same Event or Topic RI 5.6

How Do Illustrations Increase Understanding? RI 3.7

Visual, Oral, and Multimedia Info. Adds to NF Text  RI 4.7

Using Multiple Sources to Find Information Text  RI 5.7

Make Logical Connections to Find Text Evidence RI 3.8

Finding Proof: Reasons and Evidence  RI 4.8

Reasons and Evid. to Support Particular Points RI 4.8  RI 5.8

Text Evidence for NF: Connecting Points with Proof RI 5.8

Compare Two Nonfiction Texts RI 3.9

Combine Information From Two Texts RI 4.9

Integrate Information from Several Texts RI 5.9

PLEASE NOTE: There are no Common Core  
  notations on the anchor charts themselves.



This was a great tool 
for my students to refer 

back to, and they do, 
often!

(Jennifer C.)

TEACHERS ARE Saying This:

Excellent detailed visuals 
for each reading skill all 

in one place – life-
changing! Thank you!

(Jane D.)





FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

Which standards does the Reading Skills 
Anchor Chart set cover? The anchor charts include 
ALL FICTION and NONFICTION STANDARDS for 3rd – 5th 
grades. Similar standards across grade levels are grouped 
together, (main idea, for example) so you’re able to 
scaffold skills based on student needs. This makes the 
anchor charts extremely versatile. 

1

2

3

What age is best suited for the Reading Skills 
Anchor Chart set? It is perfect for students in 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th grades. The resource can also be used with older 
students in need of extra reading skills practice. Teachers, 
homeschool educators, and tutors have used the materials 
successfully.

Which classrooms would benefit from this 
Reading Skills Anchor Chart set? This resource is for 
you if your reading curriculum is lacking and you find 
yourself consistently searching for materials to supplement 
and fill in the gaps. If you’d like to have ready-to-use 
anchor charts for ALL FICTION AND NONFICTION READING 
STANDARDS, this resource is for you. 



Why you’ll love using these anchor charts:
• Versatile with 5 formats for each anchor chart

• One or more anchor charts per standard

• Huge time savers

• Use them year after year

Why reinvent 
the wheel?
These 63 Print-
and-Go or NO-
PREP Digital 
anchor charts 
will make your 
teaching day 
easier!



At The Teacher Next Door, we know that you strive to be an effective 
reading teacher while maintaining a healthy work-life balance. In 

order to do that, you need resources that are impactful, yet simple. 
The problem is that most reading resources and curriculums out 
there are far from simple. The pages upon pages of daily lesson 

plans are just plain overwhelming. We believe teachers should be 
living their lives outside the classroom, and not spending hours 

lesson planning and searching for resources.

Now, more than ever, teachers need space to be 
themselves which is why we create and support teachers 

with timesaving tips and standards-aligned resources.

We can’t wait to help you get started.
A NOTE ABOUT OUR CEO AND FOUNDER: Jenn 

Larson is the creator and founder of The Teacher 
Next Door. With over 20 years of experience in the 
classroom and a Master’s Degree in Curriculum 

and Instruction, Jenn specializes in creating 
resources for upper elementary students. Her 

goal is to support teachers by providing ready-
to-use resources that target standards and help 

students grow in amazing ways.

REACH OUT AT: contact@the-teacher-next-door.com
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